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cost them very dear, as their Chief had been seriously
wounded, and they had lost nearly a hundred men
on the spot, of their best and most courageous.

All night our French were in arms, waiting to see
at our gates this victorious enemy. We redoubled
our devotions, in which were our strongest [42]
hopes, since our help could only come from Heaven.
Seeing ourselves on the eve of the feast of the glori-
ous Saint Joseph, the Patron of this country, we felt
ourselves constrained to have recourse to a Protector
so powerful. We made a vow to say, every month,
each a Mass in his honor, during the space of a whole
year, for those who should be Priests. And all, as
many as there were people here, joined to this, by
vow, sundry Penances, to the end of preparing us
more holily for the accomplishment of the will of
God concerning us, whether for life or for death; for
we all regarded ourselves as so many victims conse-
crated to Our Lord, who must await from his hand
the hour when they should be sacrificed for his glory,
without undertaking to delay or to wish to hasten
the moments thereof.

The whole day passed in a profound silence on
both sides,— the country being in terror and in the
expectation of some new misfortune.

On the nineteenth, the day of the great Saint
Joseph, a sudden panic fell upon the hostile camp,—-
some withdrawing in disorder, and others thinking
only of [43] flight. Their Captains were constrained
to yield to the terror which had seized them; they
precipitated their retreat, driving forth in haste a
part of their captives, who were burdened above
their strength, like packhorses, with the spoils which
the victorious were carrying off,—their captors


